[
\ HEALTH

S\

DEPARTMENT
Stay informed. Stay healthy

635 North Erie Street

Toledo, Ohio 43604-5317
419.213.4100

419.213.4017 Fax
boardofhealth@co.lucas.oh.us

o VEALTH O,

N -
» 4, IP)

PHAB

Advancing
public health
4 performance

'z,

>) <
M Accreo™

\\gf\d * ACQP
%)

)
1
&OARD . L"'ﬂ\r\

Karim Baroudi, MPH, REHS
Health Commissioner

LUCAS COUNTY
REGIONAL HEALTH DISTRICT
BOARD MEMBERS

Johnathon Ross, MD, President
Barbara Sarantou, Vice President
Cheryl Crowder, RN, BSN
Amr Elaskary, CPA, CFE
Sonia Flunder-McNair

Ted Kaczorowski

David Karmol

Paul ]. Komisarek

Richard L. Munk, MD

Susan Postal, EMT-P
Matthew Sapara

Donna A Woodson, MD

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

The Department operates in
accordance with Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964

Visit us on the web at:
www.lucascountyhealth.com

Rev 4/1/24

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Heather Burnette, PI1IO
419-309-0153

October 16, 2024

Board of Health Announces
Violence Reduction Ad Hoc Committee

The Toledo- Lucas County’s Board of Health is taking a significant step in
addressing the growing concern of violence in our community. The Board of
Health is proud to announce the formation of a new Ad Hoc Committee
dedicated to addressing this critical public health issue.

The newly established ad hoc committee will focus on a multifaceted approach to
reducing violence in our community through data-driven decisions, yielding the
development of initiatives and action steps from a public health perspective. The
Board of Health is unanimous in supporting the City of Toledo’s efforts as
outlined in its plan “Peace in Motion: Toledo’s Path to Community Safety”.

Committee Composition

The Ad Hoc Committee will be composed of a diverse group of board members,
including:

e Public health experts

o Healthcare professionals

o Educators and youth advocates
e Community leaders

“There are many health-related and environmental factors which may
contribute to the likelihood of a child being involved in a weapon-related
incident,” said Health Commissioner, Karim Baroudi. “We need to start
upstream and address the root causes for why our youth are becoming
involved with weapons.”

The 2022-2023 Lucas County Community Health Assessment revealed that
10% of the county’s youth—approximately 3,825 individuals—reported
carrying a weapon (including a gun, knife, or club) in the past month.

"We recognize that violence is a complex and pressing public health issue
that requires urgent action," said Dr. Jonathon Ross, Board of Health
President. Our goal is to be a part of conversations that create actionable
solutions, which will hopefully lead to lasting change and a safer community
for everyone."
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https://www.healthylucascounty.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/2022-2023-Lucas-County-Community-Health-Assessment-12-12-23.pdf
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