W
\ HEALTH

S\

DEPARTMENT
Stay informed. Stay healthy

635 North Erie Street

Toledo, Ohio 43604-5317
419.213.4100

419.213.4017 Fax
boardofhealth@co.lucas.oh.us

Advancing
Public Health
Performance

S O
Q o
*h Accred™

Karim Baroudi, MPH, REHS
Health Commissioner

LUCAS COUNTY
REGIONAL HEALTH DISTRICT
BOARD MEMBERS

Barbara Sarantou, President
Amr Elaskary, CPA, CFE, Vice President
Cheryl Crowder, RN, BSN
Sonia Flunder-McNair

Ted Kaczorowski

David Karmol

Paul J. Komisarek

Richard L. Munk, MD
Susan Postal, EMT-P
Johnathon Ross, MD
Matthew Sapara

Donna A Woodson, MD

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

The Department operates in
accordance with Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964

Visit us on the web at:
www.lucascountyhealth.com

Rev 3/27/25

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Heather Burnette, PI1IO
(419) 309-0153

June 2, 2025

Health Department and Veterans Affairs Team Up to Promote
Gun Safety in Our Communities

In recognition of National Gun Violence Awareness Day on Friday, June 6, the
Toledo-Lucas County Health Department is proud to partner with the Toledo
VA Outpatient Clinic to promote responsible gun ownership, prevent
firearm-related injuries, and emphasize the importance of safe firearm
storage.

This partnership reflects a shared commitment to reducing gun violence and
preventing avoidable tragedies through community education—particularly
among families with young children and military veterans who face a higher
risk of suicide. As part of the awareness campaign, free gun locks will be
available at the following locations:

e Toledo-Lucas County Health Department:
635 N. Erie St. Toledo, OH 43604
Thursday, June 5 & Friday, June 6: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Gun locks generously provided by Safe Kids Greater Toledo

e Toledo VA Outpatient Clinic:
1200 S Detroit Ave, Toledo, OH 43614
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., only available to veterans.

Approximately 70% of veteran suicides involve a firearm according to the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Securing firearms can create critical time
and space during a suicidal crisis and has been proven to lower the risk of
suicide. For more information about the importance of secure firearm
storage and suicide prevention strategies for veterans, visit
www.va.gov/reach/lethal-means.

Children are also vulnerable. Gun violence is the leading cause of death
among children and teens in the United States. Most unintentional shootings
by children involve guns that were loaded and not secured. By securing guns
in the home—locked, unloaded, and stored separately from ammunition in
gun safes, lockboxes, or with trigger locks—children may be kept safer and
the risk of these injuries or deaths can be significantly reduced.

In addition to safe storage, prevention strategies such as open conversations
between parents and children about gun safety and asking about firearm

storage in homes children visit can also help protect young lives.
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