LUCAS COUNTY REGIONAL HEALTH DISTRICT
Board of Health Meeting on August 28, 2025
The Mott Branch Library, Meeting Room A&B
Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and Roll Call — Barbara Sarantou
Barbara Sarantou, President, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. A Roll Call was taken
of Board Members for attendance:

Present: Ted Kaczorowski, Cheryl Crowder, David Karmol, Dr. Richard Munk, Dr. Donna
Woodson, Dr. Johnathon Ross, Sonia Flunder-McNair, Susan Postal, Paul Komisarek, and
Barbara Sarantou

Excused: Amr Elaskary, and Matthew Sapara

Introduction of Guests — Karim Baroudi

Staff and Visitors: Karim Baroudi, Dr. Lawerence Monger, Shannon Jones, Angie Bauman,
David Welch, Wendy Davis, Kevin A. Pituch (LC Prosecutor), Brandon Palinski, Kendra Kec,
Tina Stokes, Heather Burnette, Scott Francis, Robin Ramm, Angelic King, Barb Jordan,
Peggy Daly-Masternack, Jessica Steinman, and Adrianne Briner.

Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Approval of Board of Health Meeting Minutes

(Resolution 164-25) A motion was made by David Karmol and seconded by Dr. Donna
Woodson to Approve the Minutes of July 24, 2025, Regular Board of Health Meeting as
amended. Motion carried

Continuing Education — Harm Reduction — Mahjida Steffin

Overdose prevention efforts in the community were highlighted, noting a 50% decrease in
overdoses since the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, though emerging threats
such as tranquilizers and a 40% rise in amphetamine use remain concerns. Data continues
to guide interventions, showing disparities by zip code and race, and signaling the need for
ongoing work. Since its formation in 2015, the Lucas County Coalition has led prevention
efforts, meeting quarterly, with the next meeting scheduled for November 5. Public health
plays a central role through partnerships that provide naloxone, fentanyl test strips,
medication disposal, and harm reduction services, saving over 2,000 lives last year through
reported overdose reversals. The Naloxone Program, managed by Joe Wood, distributes
supplies via free vending machines, naloxone units, mail order, and community training, in
collaboration with law enforcement and over 25 partners. New initiatives focus on minority
outreach, expanding vending machines, and adding health navigators in several counties.
NW Ohio Safe Services (NOSS), the region’s first and only one of 27 syringe service
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programs in Ohio, continues to provide anonymous, judgment-free support multiple times
per week, recently adding St. Luke’s Church as a partner site.

Legal Update — Kevin Pituch

Kevin Pituch reported on the Dance Studios case, noting that on July 30th the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals, issued a unanimous decision in favor of the health commissioners. A
three-judge panel ruled that the opposing side engaged in sanctionable conduct and is
responsible for paying attorney fees, totaling over $50,000.00, across six commissioners
who had been sued. The decision was published, which is rare, and highlighted multiple
examples of the plaintiffs’ misconduct, including failure to amend their complaint, lack of
meaningful legal research, and disregard for relevant authority. The ruling affirmed that
the errors were so serious that the extreme sanction of attorney’s fees was justified, and
once received, the funds will go into the general fund.

Medical Director’s Report — Lawrence Monger, MD

COVID positive rates have remained lower than last year but are being closely monitored
as fall approaches. The FDA has approved updated fall vaccines, though eligibility is limited
to individuals 65 and older or those under 65 with certain comorbidities. Pfizer’s vaccine is
authorized for ages five and up, but the CDC no longer recommends vaccination for
healthy children or pregnant women. In contrast, the American Academy of Pediatrics and
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists have issued their own guidance
that supports vaccination, differing from CDC’s stance.

Committee Reports

A. Strategic Planning — Donna Woodson, MD
The Strategic Planning Committee met on Tuesday, August 19, 2025. The following items
require Board of Health action:

(Resolution 165-25) A motion was made by David Karmol and seconded by Paul Komisarek
to approve the Strategic Planning Committee report. Motion carried.

B. Personnel Committee — Barbara Sarantou
The Personnel Committee met on Tuesday, August 19, 2025. The following items require
Board of Health action:

(Resolution 166-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Susan
Postal to approve the Gift Cards or Incentive Distribution policy. Motion carried.

(Resolution 167-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Sonia
Flunder-McNair to approve the hiring of Registration Specialist (Clerk I1): Kayla Loyd, full-
time, classified position, Bargaining Unit, pay rate $17.22 per hour. Motion carried.
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(Resolution 168-25) A motion was made by Ted Kaczorowski and seconded by Dr.
Johnathon Ross to approve the personnel committee report. Motion carried.

C. Audit and Finance Committee — Amr Elaskary, Presented by Ted Kaczorowski
The Audit and Finance Committee met on Tuesday, August 19, 2025. The following items
require Board of Health action:

(Resolution 169-25) A motion was made by Susan Postal and seconded by Paul Komisarek
to approve the payment of the July 2025 vouchers. Motion carried

(Resolution 170-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Susan
Postal to approve the changes in revenue estimates and expense appropriations of
$549,806.34 for July 2025. Motion carried.

Grants

e $196,967.00, new grant for Food Access and Retail Expansion (FARE) Fund.

e $131,238.00, new grant for Maternal Health Community Program.

e $28,312.00 for the Crib for Kids and Safe Sleep from the Ohio Department of
Children and Youth.

e $38,750.00 for Fetal Infant Mortality Review Program (FIMR) from the Ohio
Department of Health.

e $17,629.00, for TechCred 3 May Round from Ohio Department of
Development.

e $63,672.00 for NOSS Support Services from Lucas County Mental Health and
Recovery Services Board.

e $350,000.00 for Regional Prevention and Linkage to Care Collaborative from
Ohio Department of Health.

e $290,476.00 for Healthy Start from the Department of Health and Human
Services.

e $69,500.00 for Rodent/Nuisance Control from City of Toledo (HUD).

e $150,000.00 for Household Sewage Treatment Repair/Replacement from Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency.

(Resolution 171-25) A motion was made by Dr. Donna Woodson and seconded by David
Karmol to apply and accept all grants listed above. Roll call vote taken. Motion carried; 10
Yeas, O Nays.

Contracts, Agreements, and/or MOU’s

e 516,784.28 to pay Casebook for a case management system for improving client
interactions and linkage to care through NOSS and RHWC.

e 5$3,500.00 to pay Matrix Entertainment to provide students from Jones
Leadership Academy and Toledo Pre Med the opportunity to go through the
Save a Life Tour.
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e 5$60,000.00 to pay Seneca County General Health District to employ a linkage
navigator through the Regional Linkage Grant.

e 5$60,000.00 to pay Henry County Health Department to employ a linkage
navigator through Regional Linkage Grant.

¢ $60,000.00 to pay Crawford County Public Health to employ linkage navigator
through the Regional Linkage Grant.

e $30,000.00 to pay Lamar Advertising for Region wide naloxone awareness
campaign between Lucas, Williams, Allen, Paulding, and Putnam Counties.

e Ohio Department of Children and Youth (DCY) for an additional 3 months and to
receive $28,312.00 in additional funding.

e PlaceBased to extend agreement until 12/20/2025 and receive $20,000.00 of
additional funding.

(Resolution 172-25) A motion was made by Paul Komisarek and seconded by Dr.
Johnathon Ross to enter into all Contracts, Agreements, and/or MOUs listed above in
August 2025 Audit Finance committee report. Roll call vote taken. Motion carried; 10 Yeas,
0 Nays.

(Resolution 172-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Susan
Postal to approve the write-off of uncollectable amounts that are for dates of service at
least 180 days or older. Total amount $1,378.23 for the month of July 2025. Motion
carried.

(Resolution 173-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Paul
Komisarek to Approve the audit and finance committee report. Motion carried.

Dr. Richard Munk left meeting at 10:02 a.m.

D. Environmental Health Committee — David Karmol
The Environmental Health Committee met on Wednesday, August 20, 2025. The following
items require Board of Health action:

(Resolution 174-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to table request for 7340 Angola Road, Holland, Ohio 43528 (Springfield
Township). Motion carried

(Resolution 175-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to approve Septic Variance for 4931 Boreland Drive, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
(Sylvania Township). Roll call vote taken. Motion carried; 9 Yeas, O Nays.

(Resolution 176-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to approve Septic Variance for 5315 Coldstream Road, Toledo, Ohio 43626
(Sylvania Township). Roll call vote taken Motion carried; 9 Yeas, 0 Nays.
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VI.

(Resolution 177-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to approve Septic Variance for 13635 Meredith Avenue, Neapolis, Ohio 43547
(Providence Township). Roll call vote taken. Motion carried; 9 Yeas, 0 Nays.

(Resolution 178-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Susan
Postal to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Health Commissioner to Suspend a Food
Service License due to an Immediate danger to Public Health. Roll call vote taken. Motion
carried; 9 Yeas, 0 Nays.

(Resolution 179-25) A motion was made by Dr. Donna Woodson and seconded by David
Karmol to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Health Commissioner to Suspend a
Retail Food Establishment due to Clear and Present Danger to Public Health. Roll call vote
taken. Motion carried; 9 Yeas, 0 Nays.

(Resolution 180-25) A motion was made by Dr. Johnathon Ross and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to approve the Environmental Health Committee report. Motion carried; 9
Yeas, O Nays.

Prior Business — Public Comment: Peggy Daly-Masternack

Peggy reported that she has served as coalition coordinator for five years and shared
updates regarding the proposed highway expansion. Concerns were raised that some
residents, including over 15,000 people in 6,000 households, live as close as 50-60 feet
from the highway and will be further impacted by the expansion. Health studies were
referenced showing potential harms, and Peggy requested a Board of Health resolution
opposing the project. One board member agreed to send a letter of support, and others
were invited to do the same. A health forum is also being planned to highlight the health
risks.

Health Commissioner’s Comments — Karim Baroudi

Karim shared the 2025 Ohio Association of Boards of Health fall meeting will take place in
September and invited board members interested to attend. He noted that this year’s
membership is free and available to those who would like to participate.

Karim reported on Charles E. Harris & Associates, Inc. regarding the audit letter and stated
our audit went well. The final report back is forthcoming.. If anyone wants to sit down with
the auditor a meeting may be requested. Karim asked Tina Stokesto speak on the audit
letter..

Tina gave a brief review and reported two grants were audited: WIC and Healthy Start. No
findings of recovery for either of those was a clean audit for 2024.

The letter can wait to be signed until the September board meeting.

Dr. Richard Munk returned to the meeting at 11:00 a.m..
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VII. Executive Session — Kevin Pituch

(Resolution 181-25) A motion was made by Paul Komisarek and seconded by Ted
Kaczorowski to enter into Executive Session to consider the purchase of property (both real
and personal, tangible or intangible), or to consider the sale of property (either real or personal) by
competitive bid if disclosure of the information would give a competitive advantage to the other
side by division (G)(2) of section 121.22 of the Revised Code.at 11:05 a.m.. Roll Call vote taken.
Motion carried; 10 Yeas, O Nays.

(Resolution 182-25) A motion was made by Dr. Richard Munk and seconded by Dr. Donna
Woodson to return to Regular Session of the Board of Health Meeting at 12:13 p.m. Roll
call vote taken. Motion carried; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays.

No action was taken during executive session.

E. Facilities and Fleet Committee — Paul Komisarek
The Facilities and Fleet Committee met on Wednesday, August 20, 2025.

(Resolution 183-25) A motion was made by Dr. Donna Woodson and seconded by Sonia
Flunder-McNair to approve the Facilities and Fleet Committee report. Motion carried New
Business/Points for Consideration

VIIl. Public Health in the News

IX.  Next Meetings

September 25, 2025 (Kent Branch Library)
October 23, 2025 (TBD)
November 20, 2025 (TBD)

(Resolution 184-25) A motion was made by Dr. Donna Woodson and seconded by Sonia
Flunder-McNair to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m. Motion carried

Signed By:

Babarg (b Aona nk— g‘c \_gbw
Barbara Sarantou, President Karim Baroudi, MPH, REHS
Lucas County Regional Board of Health Secretary to the Board of Health
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